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group of animals which were the common ancestors of the Dino- 
cerata and Pantodonta." This was written and published in 1881. 
In the following year, 1882, 1 discovered the Pantolambdidae in 
the lowest Eocene bed known in America. How well this family 
fulfills the anticipations of Mr. Osborn may be seen by reference 
to the earlier pages of this essay on the Amblypoda (see Natu- 
ralist, Vol. xvin, p. mi). 

The tracing of the phylogeny of the Amblypoda from its 
earliest to its latest representatives, has presented us with an inter- 
esting chapter in brain evolution. It has been asserted 1 by 
Lartet, and repeated by Marsh, that there has been a continuous 
progress in the increase in the size and complexity of the brain 
in the Vertebrata, with the passage of geological time. This 
principle, as a whole, is confirmed by the results of my own 
studies. The Amblypoda constitute the sole exception known 
to me. The brain of the Pantolambda bathmodon, though of the 
same type as other Amblypoda, is relatively much larger than in: 
its descendants of the Dinocerata and Pantodonta. It is a clear 
case of retrogression, and not of progression, in brain develop- 
ment. 



EDITORS' TABLE. 

editors: a. s. Packard and e. d. cope. 

The Presbyterian denomination, from the nature of its 

theology, is more disposed to critical and exact study than some 
of the other bodies of Christians. The relations of the doctrine 
of the evolution of species, and of the mental phenomena they 
display, to the prevalent theologies, are obvious. Not that it is 
necessary that teachers of righteousness should know all about 
the creation, but theology must have something to say on the 
subject. The discussion of these questions by Presbyterian min- 
isters naturally produces a wider-spread agitation than in the case 
of Congregationalists, on account of the difference between the 
two churches in their system of organization, which does not 
give that independence to the congregation in the former that is 
possible in the latter. Thus while Mr. Beecher's advocacy of the 
evolution of man and its logical consequences, has not affected 
his standing in his church, when Dr. Woodrow, of the theologi- 

1 Comptes Rendus, June, 1 868. 
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cal school at Charleston, S. Ca., sets forth the doctrine, the case 
is quite different. No less than three ecclesiastical bodies have 
investigated Dr. Woodrow, and he has been dismissed from his 
chair. Later Dr. Kellogg, of Pittsburgh, who has taught that 
the origin of man's body by evolution may be true, has been the 
object of disciplinary proceedings by the board of directors. 

Since these supervisory bodies will not accept the results of the 
labors of the botanists and zoologists on this subject, it would be 
well for them to endeavor to ascertain the facts for themselves. If 
they will select almost any of the genera of animals and plants 
which include a large number of species and individuals, and 
study their physical characters, they will find evidence of " origin 
by descent with modification," sufficient to satisfy any reasonable 
mind. They will reach the conclusion announced by a minister 
of the English Church from the north of England, at the meet- 
ing of the Evangelical Alliance held in New York a few years 
ago. In reply to the vigorous objections of Dr. Hodge, the 
author of the standard work of Presbyterian theology, he simply 
stated that he did not believe that the species of roses and some 
other well-known plants, were produced by independent acts of 
creation. This presentation is much more to the point than the 
argument, if such it can be called, of Dr. H. C. McCook, of Phila- 
delphia, who recently took sides against the doctrine before a 
body of Presbyterians, in language some of which, if correctly re- 
ported, cannot be regarded as very weighty. 

The loss of men like Winchell and Jordan and Woodrow is a 
serious one for any church. In view of the evident desire of 
Christians to know and teach the truth, would not the policy 
which has retained Drs. LeConte and McCosh in the Church, be 
more conducive to its future prosperity ? 

The laudable desire to perpetuate the fame of our great 

men of science is not only witnessed by busts and statues, but 
in an humble but sometimes quite as effective way by naming 
minerals or plants and animals after them. There are, however, 
different ways of doing this. Dr. David Sharp has chosen to 
render conspicuous both the objects of his own admiration and 
his own sense of what is fitting, by publishing in the " Comptes 
rendus de la Societe entomologique de Belgique " for 1882, the 
following generic names of water-beetles : Huxleyhydrus, Tyndall- 
hydrus, Darwinhydrus and Spencerhydrus / The London Ento- 
mological Society, at a late meeting, discussed the matter and 
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took the sensible view that "such hideous and unmeaning forms 
only tend to bring scientific nomenclature into contempt." The 
venerable Professor Westwood further remarked that " it was 
puzzling to imagine how any educated man [vel doctus, vel doctor) 
could deliberately write, much less print, such names ; and still 
more, how any scientific society could allow them to appear in 
their transactions." 

No editor or publication committee should allow such gro- 
tesque absurdities to go into print; and even then such barbar- 
isms should be expunged ; not to throw out such names, what- 
ever nomenclatural codes are in vogue, is, we submit, an unpar- 
donable leniency. 

The numbers of the American Naturalist for 1884 

were issued at the following dates: January, Dec. 29, 1883; 
February, Jan. 21st; March, Feb. 17th; April. March 15th; 
May, April 19th; June, May 17th; July, June 17th; August, 
July 17th; September, August 15th; October, Sept. 15th; No- 
vember, Oct. 20th ; December, Nov. 19th. 
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Merriam's Mammals of the Adirondack region x — This well- 
written, elegantly printed volume is essentially a fresh and orig- 
inal contribution to the zoology of the Mammalia. Though re- 
stricted to the mammals of a limited area, the species have a wide 
geographical range, and the results of so much close observation, 
through a period of so many years, by a close and critical stu- 
dent, will be of permanent value. Sportsmen and naturalists will 
be under obligations to Dr. Merriam for this volume. It is purely 
biographical, with no descriptive or anatomical details. More- 
over the matter is well presented, and will be found attractive, as 
we have reason to know, to boys interested in wood and field 
sports and nature. 

The book is in the line of Audubon's Quadrupeds and God- 
man's American Natural History ; with these works as a basis, 
the future student of mammals will, from work of this kind, be 
led more to the comparative study of coloration, of protective 
mimicry, of sexual selection and of instinctive and reasoning 
acts. 

1 The Mammals of the Adirondack region, Northeastern New York. With an in- 
troductory chapter treating of the location and boundaries of the region, its geologi- 
cal history, topography, climate, general features, botany and faunal position. By 
Clinton Hart Merriam, M.D. Published by the author, Sept., 1884. Re- 
printed from Vols. 1 and n, Transactions Linna^an Society, New York. Roy. 8vo, 
pp. 316. 



